
2200 WEDNESDAY MARCH 16 2005 EXPRESS & ECHO 2211EXPRESS & ECHO WEDNESDAY MARCH 16 2005

EXMINSTER

FAMILY HISTORY
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SCILLY ISLES TALK
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ANDTHIS LITTLE PIGGY
a clue what I could get him to do, so
I’ve done some experimenting.

“I’ve got him do silly things —
walking towards a post and touching
it and jumping over things — all for a
reward of food.

“I love it. You can teach any animal
to do something, as long as they’re
physically capable of doing it.”

Sally’s secret weapon is a ‘clicker’.
For many years she has been using it
to transform dysfunctional dogs into
perfect pets.

The qualified behaviour consultant
from Payhembury explained: “A
clicker is a small plastic box which
makes a noise which signals a re-
ward. It’s important that the noise
happens at the point where they’re
doing what you want them to. They
learn that what they did made that
click happen and that if they repeat it
they will get food. You don’t speak —
it’s off-putting — and you don’t need
to touch them.”

Sally first tested the clicker on her
own dogs, who have all, bar one, been
a challenge. She had her first dog — a
small, brown whippet cross called
Florence — when she married in her
20s. Florence needed no training and
Sally was able to enter her for agility
competitions from 1989. When
Florence started winning rosettes
and trophies, Sally was hooked.

“I joined a beginners’ course and
Florence graduated top of the class,”
she recalled. “Then it was a down-
ward, slippery slope. I sold my sports
car and bought a van so I could get to

agility classes. I started wearing
scruffy clothes and the nails went!”

Sally’s next dog was a Staffordshire
bull terrier/Doberman cross called
Boogie, who had been cruelly
t reat ed.

His mouth had been bound up with
elastic bands, he’d been burnt with
cigarettes and he was very malnour-
ished. With him having been rescued
from a high-rise flat, Sally describes
him as the last dog she would have
chosen for agility training, but he
proved to be a blessing in disguise.

“Boogie’s probably the reason I’m
doing the job I do today,” admitted
Sally. “He was an adolescent thug! I
had an open-plan house with cream
carpets. The day after we got Boogie
we also got a carpet cleaner because
he wasn’t house-trained.

“Nearly everyday for the first few
months I wanted to send him back,
but I couldn’t.

“At that time, a lot of people were
using punishment methods and
brute force to train dogs; even though
I didn’t know much about dog train-
ing, I knew I didn’t want to do that.

“I got in touch with a personal
trainer and it was the best money I’ve
spent. I was given some common
sense things to do and was told there
was no substitute for hard work.

“You do things again and again,

and every time the dog gets it right
you reward them, and when they do it
wrong, you ignore them. And you
interrupt the things you can’t ignore.
“The results were instant and he
became the brightest big dog in the
whole world. It was a great feeling.”

Training and competing with dogs
became a hobby that started taking
over Sally’s life. It never occurred to
her that she could make a living from
it because, ever since childhood, it
had been drummed into her that she
should pursue an academic career.

Sally was brought up in the Hert-
fordshire village of Croxley Green
before moving with her family to
Bath when she was 11. She admits her
initial ambition was to be a florist,
then a riding instructor.

Instead, she went to the Uni-
versity of Wales, where she stud-
ied English — and met her
husband-to-be, Steve, in the first
week. Sally became a trainee
chartered accountant for Price
Waterhouse, one of the world’s
most prestigious companies.

Much to her family’s dismay,
she gave up before she even qual-
ified, something she describes as
the “bravest decision” she has ever
made. Instead, a career beckoned in
IT, and she enjoyed success as a
financial controller.

In 1992, Steve’s job as a consulting
engineer was relocated to Exeter. The
couple set up home in Payhembury.
Initially, Sally divided her time
between working from Devon and
commuting, but eventually became
self-employed. All the while she con-
tinued to welcome more dogs into her
home, including Mollie, a red tri-
colour collie. In one afternoon she
had taught her to sit down and come
when she was called. Mollie went on
to compete at champion level.

When Sally’s mother-in-law bought
a dog as a companion, it again turned
into another case for Sally to solve.
After six weeks with the terrier, she
admitted she couldn’t cope. Sally
stepped in, but none of her previously
tried and tested methods worked.

It was then that Sally discovered
the new method of ‘clicker training’
which was then taking off in Amer-
ica. Travelling to the States to dis-
cover all she could, it turned out to be
a turning point in her career.

“After nine weeks the terrier went
into a agility competition and came
away with a rosette. It was one of the
defining points of my life.

“Agility has rehabilitated so many
dogs who were perhaps nervous,

bored or destructive. It gives them a
job to do in life and increases the bond
with the owner. All my dogs have
done it and it sorts them out.”

Gradually, word of mouth helped
spread Sally’s ability as an animal
trainer. In 2001, she set up her own
business, Dogs R Dogs.

She teaches on a one-to-one basis,
in groups of no more than six dogs.
She’s employed an assistant and is
now planning to offer classes in ‘free-
style’ — a sport which involves ‘dan-
cing’ with your dog.

“It’s actually the people that I
train,” said Sally. “I train them to
train their dogs, otherwise the an-
imal will do it for me and not them.

“Most people do the best with the
knowledge they’ve got: they just don’t
realise what’s out there.

“I wish I could make them realise
that if they just spent the first few
months putting the hard work in,
they could live off the interest for the
rest of their life. You don’t get a
second chance.”
● For more information, call Sally on
01404 841340 or visit the website
www.dogsrdogs.co.uk.

a s mi t h@ex p r e s s andecho.co. u k

BECAMEASTAR
Not

content with
sorting out

the behaviour
of dogs, Sally

Jones has moved
on to training pigs

and chickens.
She spoke to
ANITA SMITH
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Using the same techniques she uses
to train dogs, Sally has taught a chick-
en to get around an obstacle course

and is now teaching tricks to a
three-month-old spotted large
white cross boar piglet called Jen-

son.
Jenson will be the star attraction at

Crealy Adventure Park’s Ermqep

Wls{xmqi, and even Sally has been
surprised by the results.

“He is more intelligent
than any dog I’ve

trained,” said the
46-year-old anim-

al trainer. “I
didn’t have

JUMPING THROUGH HOOPS: Animal trainer
Sally Jones at Crealy Park with Jenson
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BRIGHT AS A BUTTON:
Sally says that Jenson the
piglet is more
intelligent than any
dog she has
trained
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| Call for your FREE copy of our garden landscaping brochure |

| decking | paving & paviours | decorative aggregates | decorative barks | compost | pergolas | arches & arbours | gazebos |
| trellis & lattice | fencing, screens & gates | garden furniture | wood stains | PLUS all the tools for the job |

For all your garden landscaping needs

• Gammon Yard, Fordton Ind Est, Crediton, Devon EX17 3BZ 01363 772246 • Alphinbrook Road, Marsh Barton, Exeter, Devon EX2 8RG 01392 277261 •
• 4b Aspen Way, Yalberton Ind Est, Paignton, Devon TQ4 7QR 01803 527655 •


